
 

MINUTES OF THE CALLED MEETING OF 

THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TOWN OF MINT HILL, NORTH CAROLINA 

JANUARY 9, 2014 

 

The Board of Commissioners of the Town of Mint Hill met in called session on Thursday, 

January 9, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. in the John M. McEwen Assembly Room, Mint Hill Town Hall. 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Mayor: Ted H. Biggers, Jr. 

Commissioners: Lloyd Austin, Carl M. Ellington, Richard Newton and Katrina (Tina) W. Ross 

Town Manager: Brian L. Welch 

Senior Planner: John Hoard 

Town Clerk: Michelle Wells Farrar 

 

Mayor Biggers called the meeting to order, ruled a quorum present and the meeting duly 

constituted to carry on business. The purpose of the called meeting was to hold the Quarterly 

Developers’ Workshop scheduled for the first Board meeting of each quarter.  

 

Mayor Biggers recognized Daniel Phillips and John Car to speak regarding improvements to and 

installation of electric vehicle charging stations at Frazier/Dills Grocery located at 14328 

Lawyers Road.  DC Fast Chargers and Level II Chargers would provide electricity to hybrid and 

electric vehicles.  In 2013, there were 77,449 hybrid or electric vehicles.  In 2030, that number 

was expected to increase to 730,000.  The proposed DC Fast Charger was industrial grade and 

would require the vehicle to be charged from 15-30 minutes.  The introduction of this charging 

station would draw electric vehicle owners to the Mint Hill area.  If approved, it would be one of 

the first 10 stations in North Carolina.  The improvements to 14328 Lawyers Road would be 

cosmetic (painting, roof, possibly an old-timey front porch) and would allow expansion of the 

seed/plant/produce area.  A Solar Canopy would also be installed, if approved.   

 

Currently, there were no gasoline pumps at the site.  The EPA required them to be removed 

because they had leaked.  The customers would spend the 15-30 minutes in the store while they 

were charging their vehicles with the DC Fast Charger.  The interchange at I-485 and Lawyers 

Road was an optimal location.  Ms. Brenda Dills had been in talks with Mr. Phillips and Mr. Car 

for 60-90 days.  The City of Charlotte has Level II chargers and they charge vehicles in 

approximately 4 hours.  Cary and Raleigh were other municipalities with charging stations. 

 

Commissioner Austin liked the idea and was in favor of making the building more attractive by 

adding a porch and adding cosmetic touches to the building.    Commissioner Ross liked the idea 

and asked where the proposed area for the Solar Canopy would be located; she was told it would 

run parallel to the I-485 exit ramp.  She asked if there would be any road improvements since 

there was a center median along Lawyers Road at the site.  Mr. Hoard said only a change in use 

would trigger NCDOT road improvements and the request would most likely not be considered a 

change in use.  The vehicles exiting the location would need to make a u-turn if they wanted to 

access I-485 or westbound Lawyers Road.  Commissioner Ellington said he and Commissioner 



Austin had met with Mr. Phillips for over an hour and he thought it was a good idea.  

Commissioner Newton stated it was a very good idea and that preparation was needed for the 

future.  Mayor Biggers stated he liked the idea, too.  Mr. Phillips and Mr. Car said they would 

follow up with Town Staff to submit an application and plans.  They thanked the Board for their 

time and consideration. 

  

******************** 

 

Mayor Biggers stated the presentation by Beth Middleton had been withdrawn. 

 

******************** 

 

Mayor Biggers recognized Paul Riefenberg, Jerry Helms, Brian Helms and architect Michael 

Tripodi.  Approximately, 12 months ago a text amendment to change the density on property 

located along Lawyers Road was proposed but had been too broad.  The group had requested a 

Public Hearing (#ZC13-5) but had asked that it be continued for several months because of 

ongoing discussion with the Town.   

 

Mint Hill Meadows at Lawyers Road would be a quality independent living community.  The 90 

Patio Style Homes (19 quadraplex and 7 duplex) with 1840 square feet of living space would be 

high-end construction with stone, brick and architectural shingles.  The garages would be side- 

load; the community would be similar to Bella Sera in Matthews.  The Club House/Community 

Center would consist of meeting rooms, a kitchen facility, an exercise facility, a game room, 

outdoor lounge, outdoor fire place, outdoor pool and putting greens.  Park like walking trails 

would wind throughout and would access Brighton Park and the Irvin Creek Greenway 

Plan/Carolina Thread Trail.  The development would have sidewalk access to Lawyers Glen and 

Brighton Park with a newly developed walking path. 

 

If a partner came forward, a full care nursing facility could become a possibility.  Mayor Biggers 

asked if the current plan was strictly residential and the answer was yes.  He asked if the property 

was going to be marketed to be sold or to be developed with a partner.  The developer said both 

were possibilities.  The zoning options that were desirable to the developers included:  Text 

Amendment for a New District; Rezoning based on Downtown overlay connectivity in the back 

of the lot; Rezoning based on O/A with Conditional District (similar to Highway 51 and Idlewild 

Road); or, If all units are home healthcare use the healthcare zoning.  The options that less 

desirable, because of economical feasibility, to the developers included:  Comply with existing 

Residential Zoning 20,000 square foot lots of .5 acres; or, Conservation .25 acre using same 

density as Residential with more Green Space and Architectural Considerations.   

 

They asked the Board which option(s) should be pursued.  Mayor Biggers stated the first option 

wouldn’t afford them with the density they were looking for; he asked how many units they 

would pursue per acre.  He was told 8 per acre (on January 10
th

 the developers emailed to say it 

was actually 3.6 units to an acre).  When asked, Mr. Hoard stated six units per acre were allowed 

in the Downtown Overlay.  Mayor Biggers stated that if a Conditional Use Permit was granted 

then it would encourage future request for the entire downtown. He suggested a text amendment 

would be the only accommodation that could be made.  If the Board wished for this project to be 



pursued then the project could be refined, Mr. Hoard said.  Mr. Hoard said rezoning to the 

Downtown Overlay would be tough to do; it could happen but would be tough.  Mayor Biggers 

stated the original project was based on healthcare and the Board liked that project.  The 

developers stated medical offices, a care facility and residential were still being considered.   

Mayor Biggers stated the dilemma was created when there were no specific plans.  How could 

the Board be guaranteed a high quality retirement community would be the final product?  The 

developers suggested a Text Amendment would control the quality of the construction materials 

and specific property size.   

 

Commissioner Austin said, since the developers had spoken of many different options, he was 

unsure of what they were actually proposing.  The developers responded that they were looking 

for guidance from the Board on what they were most amenable to.  Mayor Biggers stated the 

Board would be receptive to a project similar to Bella Sera.  The developers stated a project 

similar to Bella Sera was the first option.  Commissioner Austin asked why, if they wanted to 

pursue the first option, they had presented the second option to the Board.  The developers stated 

it was difficult to find a partner because a minimum number of beds for a full care nursing 

facility would be 500 beds.   

 

Commissioner Ross stated Bella Sera was a beautiful residential community and a similar project 

would be an asset to Mint Hill.  As the population aged, many had to move out of Mint Hill and 

she thought that was sad.  She thought a project similar to Bella Sera would be an excellent 

option.   

 

Commissioner Ellington said he loved the suggested building materials and that a subdivision 

like Bella Sera would do very well.  He was concerned about density and how to make it fit into 

the Ordinance.   

 

Commissioner Newton stated he had concerns about the density; he thought they should stick to 

six units per acre. 

 

Mayor Biggers concluded by saying there were other communities in Town with issues that 

needed to be discussed at a future workshop.  He agreed that Mint Hill Meadows at Lawyers 

Road would be discussed at that time. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Biggers adjourned the 

Developers’ Workshop at 6:56 p.m. and called for a brief recess prior to the Board’s regular 

meetings scheduled for 7 p.m. 

 

 

 

              

    

        Michelle Wells Farrar, Town Clerk 


